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SUBJ: ETHIOPIANS CONTINUE TO DOWNPLAY DISPUTE WITH SUDAN 

REF: ADDIS ABABA60 

SUMMARY: IN ITS PUBLIC AND PRIVATE STATEMENTS, EPMG 
CONTINUES TO DOWNPLAY SERIOUSNESS OP CURRENT FLARE-UP IN 
ETHIO-SUDANESE RELATIONS. MOPA APRICAN APFAIRS DIRECTOR 
BERHANU DINKA TOLD POL COUNS THAT HE KNEW OP NO SITUATION 
DEVELOPING BETWEEN TWO COUNTIRES THAT HAD WARRANTED 
NIMERI'S OUTBURST. IN HIS OPINION, NIMEIRI 

WAS NOT SPEAKING WITH HIS OWN VOICE, BUT RATHER PAYING OPF 
POLITICAL PRICE IN ANTICIPATION OP ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE 
PROM ' OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES ", AT SAME TIME BERHANU INDICATED 
THAT ETHIOPIAN CHARGE IN KHARTOUM REPORTED SIGNS 
THAT SUDANESE ALSO DESIRED TO LET ISSUE DIE DOWN. 
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SUDANESE DIPLOMAT IN ADDIS ABABA ALSO SEEMED RELAXED OVER 
PROBLEM. HE DESCRIBED NIMEIRI SPEECHES AS DESIGNED TO 
PRECLUDE FUTURE ETHIOPIAN ASSISTANCE TO LIBYAN ATTEMPTS 
TO OVERTHROW HIM, AS SUDANESE WERE CONVINCED HAD BEEN CASE IN 
JULY 2 ATTEMPT. 

END SUMMARY. 
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1 . DURING CONVERSATION WITH MOFA AFRICAN AFFAIRS DIRECTOR 
BERHANU DINKA, POFCOUNS ASKED ABOUT ETHIOPIAN PERCEPTION 
OF REASONS FOR NIMEIRI'S GEDAREF AND KADUGLI SPEECHES, 

WHICH HAD TRIGGERED FLURRY OF ACRIMONIOUS EXCHANGES BETWEEN 
SUDAN AND ETHIOPIA. BERHANU NOTED THAT ACRIMONY HAD HITHERTO 
ALL BEEN ON ONE SIDE, THAT SECOND MOFA PRESS STATEMENT ON 
SUBJECT HAD BEEN EVEN MILDER THAN FIRST, AND THAT ETHIOPIAN 
MEDIA HAD CONSISTENTLY DOWNPLAYED GRAVITY OF CHARGES. 

IN MINISTRY'S VIEW, NIMEIRI WAS NOT SPEAKING FOR HIMSELF IN 
THIS INSTANCE, UBT SIMPLY DEMONSTRATING HIS POLITICAL 
RELIABILITY TO HIS NEWFOUND ARAB FRIENDS. 

2. BERHANU POINTED OUT THAT THERE HAD BEEN FREQUENT FLARE- 
UPS OF SIMILAR NATURE BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES OVER YEARS, 

THAT THEY USUALLY DIED DOWN QUICKLY, AND THAT HE EXPECTED 
CURRENT TOUCHY SITUATION TO BE SHORTLIVED. HE CONFIRMED 
THAT OTHER AFRICAN COUNTRIES HAD OFFERED TO MEDIATE 
DISPUTE, BUT SAID THAT EPMG PREFERRED TO RESOLVE DIFFICULTIES 
ITSELF. (TANZANIAN AMBASSADOR HERE MADE MEDIATION OFFER 
TO FONMIN KIFLE.) LATEST REPORT FROM ETHIOPIAN CHARGE 

IN KHARTOUM LED BEHANU TO BELIEVE THAT SUDANESE AS WELL 
WERE NOW MOVING TO DEFUSE OVERCHARGED ATMOSPHERE. 

3. BERHANU CONFIRMED THAT SUDANESE DIPLOMAT WITH OAU HAD 
CLAIMED THAT HIS HOME HAD BEEN SEARCHED DEC 31 BY ETHIOPIAN 
SOLDIERS. IN ACTUALITY, BERHANU SAID, DIPLOMAT IN QUESTION 
HAD BEEN RESIDING AT TIME WITH SUDANESE EMBASSY DIPLOMAT. 

LATTER'S HOME WAS INDEED SEARCHED INADVERTENTLY, BUT BOTH 
DIPLOMATS HAD MISREPRESENTED FACTS IN ATTEMPT TO DRAW OAU 
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INTO DISPUTE . AMERICAN DEAN OF DIP CORPS, FLANKED BY OTHER 
AMBASSADORS PROTESTED INCIDENT NEXT DAY,AND ACCORDING 
EGYPTION DIPLOMAT, FONMIN KIFLE APOLOGIZED AND PROMISED TO ENSURE 
THERE WOULD BE NO RECURRENCE. 

5. ASKED WHETHER NIMEIRI'S SPEECHES MIGHT 
IN PART BE REFLECTION OF HIS DISILLUSIONMENT OVER LACK OF 
PROGRESS IN MEDIATING ERITREAN PROBLEM, BERHANU DISCONUNTED 
POSSIBILITY, NOTING THAT EPMG HAD NEVER EXPECTED ANYTHING TANGIBLE 
TO COME FROM NIMEIRI'S EFFORTS, BUT HAD GONE ALONG WITH THEM 
AS GESTURE OF GOOD WILL. 

5. SUDANESE FIRST SECRETARY IN ADDIS ALSO SEEMED RELAXED 
OVER CONTROVERSY, WHICH HE FLEET OTHERS WERE EXPEANDING OUT 
OF PROPORTION. HE SAID GOS HAD GOOD INFORMATION THAT AT 
LEAST SOME DIRG MEMBERS WERE AWARE OF,AND HAD 
COLLABORATED IN, JULY 2 PLOT AGAINST NIMEIRI,AND 
THAT ARMS WERE BEING PROVIDED TO ANSAR CAMPS VIA PDRY. 

CURRENT EXERCISE WAS INTENDED TO FORESTALL SIMAILAR 
COLLABORATION IN FUTURE. HE DENIED THAT GROWING GOS 
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RELATIIONSHIP WITH SAUDIS HAD ANY BEARING ON DISPUTE. 

ACCORDING TO SOURCE, SUDANESE AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE WOULD 
HAVE RETURNED TO KHARTOUM TO ATTEND GOS AMBASSADORIAL 
CONEERENCE AND SUDANESE SOCIALIST CONGRESS IN ANY CASE, 

AND AMBASSADOR'S EAMILY WOULD REMAIN IN ADDIS. 

TIENKEN 
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